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Madar, 

HERE may be ſome Satisfaction, 
under a private Affliction, in think- 
ing that others ſuffer with us; but, 

I doubt, very little Support. The Satisfacti- 

on in this Caſe, ariſeth from the Nature of 

human Paſſions, which are fond of juſtifying 
themſelves, and conſequently, give us a Sort 
of Pleaſure amidſt all the Trouble and Un- 
eafineſs which they occaſion, when they have 
this to plead for themſelues, that the Object 
was deſerving ; and is ſo acknowledged by 
Perſons leſs intereſied than we are. Bat 
ſtill, how 1s this a Relief againſt our Sor- 
rows, that they appear to be too well ground- 
ed? On this Account, there are no Methods 
far calming. the [Thoughts and Paſſions of 
the Heart, like thoſe of Religion; as ere 
is n Religion, tho believ'd to be true, that 
hath ſo many and powerful Topicks of Conſo- 
lation as the Chriſtian. All requir'd to 
make -us feel the mighty Efficacy of theſe 
Conſolations in Chriſt, is the Knowledge 
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of our having a Part iu them, grounded on 
the Conſciouſneſs of our Sincerity ; and ap- 
plying the Mid ta the .ſeriaus conſidera- 


tion of them, till it is poſſeſſed of their juſt 


* and ſees their infinite Weight and 
B_ RET TT r 
They #h#t know the Heart. of | a Parent, 
will eaſily apprehend, that the loſs of a,be- 
loved Child is no ſmall Tryal; and that of 


* 


an only Son, ix the Spring of his Days, and 


with the lovely Bloſſoms of Wiſdom, Good- 


1, and Piety upon him, ſeill greater. And 


Jet, even this Tryal is not ſo great, but that 
the Camforts which flow from the glorious 
- Diſcoveries of the Goſpel, its precious Pro- 


miſes; and its divine Aſſiſiances, are more 


* — 


110 That. you may not be a Stranger io theſe 


-hepvenly Supports; and may, in à particu- 
lar manner, experience the force of the Ar. 
gument handled in the following Diſcourſe, 


Teihieh bad not been publiſh*d, but as your 
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repeated Requeſt, ſball be the Prayer , 
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| Fw, April, Your moſt affectionate Friend, 
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U ie bath aboliſhed Death — :-. 


HRISTIANITY had hardly ever a 
more bitter Enemy. than the Apoſtle 
Paul before his Converſion; or an abler 
18 and more zealous Ad vocate than he 
proved himſelf afterwards. To what ſhall we 
aſcribe this ſurprizing Difference in the Sentiments 
and Behaviour of the ſame Man? His firſt Con- 
verſion was owing to a Miracle; his extraordina- 
ry Activity and Reſolution in the following Courſe 
of his Miniſtry, were the effect of rational Con- 
viction, joined with the Warmth of his natural 
Temper. It was the Excellency of the Knowledge of 
Chriſt that made him count all Things elſe but loſs in 
compariſon of it. He, in this Chapter, exhorts his 
San Timothy not to be aſhamed of the Teſtimony of their 
Lord, ver. 8. withal, declaring, that he himſelf 
was not, ver. 12. whatever Reproaches and Hard- 
ſhips he happened to ſuffer for it; well ſatisfied of 
its being the moſt glorious Cauſe in the whole 
World. Their Maſter was their Saviour; all thoſe 
Purpoſes of Grace, which lay concealed in the Bo- 
ſom of the Father befare the World began, ver. g. 
were made manifeſt by his Appearing, who bath als 
liſhed Death, and brought Life and. Inmortality 1x 
Light by the Goſpel. 1 4g +7 TS 
That the Goſpel contains the Doctrine of a bleſ- 
fed and immortal Life, is a conſideration, that 
ſhould endear it to the Love, and Eſteem, of 
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ſinful, dying Creatures; as much as the Evidence 
of its Proofs recommends it to the Belief of all 
ſerious and unprejugiced 2 — this latter 
Reſpect, it is 4 faithful Saying 5 a Religion entire- 
y edible in r Saying worthy of all 
Acceptation. To thoſe who through Fear of Death 
are all their Life-time ſubject to Bondage. One would 
think, nothing more ſhould be neceſſary, to gain 
the Redeemer a hearty welcome, beſides the ſin- 
gle Benefit of his having vanquiſhed, and de- 
ſtroyed this laſt Enemy. This glorious Perſon 
hath done what no one elſe ever did, or can do, 
Fe bath aboliſhed Death. NN 

In-diſcourſing on this Subject, I ſhall do theſe 


Firſt; 1 ſhall conſider, in what-Senſe, and by 
what Means, our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
CxxRIõò x hath aboliſhed Death. FRY | . 


Secondly; 1 ſhall lay before you ſome Thou ghts, 
in Anſwer to the Queſtion, why Chriſt had 
not ſo aboliſhed Death 'as to exempt Men 


Firſt, ket us conſider, in what Senſe, and by 
what Means our Lord and Saviour, * $US 
nis r, hath aboliſhed Death. The Experi- 
ence of all Mankind ſhews, that we are not 
to underſtand it of bis putting an immediate 
Stop to the Conqueſts of this King of Terrors, 
and delivering Men from the Law of Mortali- 
ty. Death hath reigned in all Ages paſt, and 
will reign in all Ages to come; over the Fol- 
lowers of the Lamb, as well as over others. 
There is no Diſcharge in this War. The only 
Queſtzon here is, in what Senſe Death * : 
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for Mr. Samuel Mullins. 7 
ſaid to be aboliſhed, tho? it be not immediately de- 
ſtroyed. The Original Nord for aboliſhed, cr 
c-, ſignifies to defeat, to fruſtrate, or make void. 
Our Redeemer having undertaken to reſtore our 
lapſed Nature, and put it into a Condition as 
happy, as it ever enjoyed, we may fay, even 
more happy; and to this End, haying done and 
ſuffered all that the Wiſdom or Juſtice of God 
demanded of him, hath hereby, as it were, 
turned the Arms of Death againſt it ſelf, 
changed its Nature, diſarmed it of its Terrors, 
and rendered all its Victories and Acquiſitions 
of no Effect. Death is not now the ſame Thing, 
as it would have been without 'a Saviour. Its 
Nature is quite altered, in theſe two Reſpects; 
that it is no longer a Mark of God's vindictive Diſ- 
aſure ; and that its Empire will not be perpetual. 
With regard to the firſt of theſe, the Apoſtle asks 
in a triumphant Manner, O Death! where is thy 
Sting? With regard to the latter, O Grave ! where 
75 thy 2 r 3 
1. Death is no longer a Mark of God's vindic- 
tive Diſpleaſure. We cannot argue, that the hu- 
man Race is forſaken, and caſt off by God, be- 
cauſe it is mortal. It doth not follow, that becauſe 
the Carcaſſes of all Men muſt fall in this Wilder- 
neſs, they ſhall. therefore never enter into the 
promiſed Land; that God is not reconciling the 
World to himſelf, or actually reconciled to any, be- 
cauſe there is no Man liveth, who ſhall not ſee Death. 
We know the contrary to be true ; that though. 


the Penalty, as to the Letter of it, be fulfilled, yet 


the Curſe is aboliſhed. The Sting of Death i, Sin, 
and the Strength of Sin is the Law; but Thanks be to 
God, who giveth ns the Victory through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, 1 Cor. xv. 56, 57. Sin derives its Guilt - 
from its being a Tranſgreſſion of a righteous IG! 
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55 holy Law; and Death its Malignity from unpar- 
doned Guilt : When therefore, the Law is ſatisfi- 


ed, and Sin forgiven, Death may kill, but cannot 
hurt, and in the laſt Event is more a Friend than 
an Enemy. F ye believe not that I am he, the Meſ- 
fiab, the Saviour of the World, ye | ſhall die in your 
Sins, John viii. 24. The ſame may be ſaid to them 
who believe the Truth, but are never ſanctified 
by it; ye ſhall die in your. Sins. And to ſuch as 
theſe, Death is terrible indeed, being but the 
beginning of Sorrows; while to the truly good 
an, the Man who believes and obeys the Goſs: 

J it is the end and cure of them all. Where 
in remains, the Separation that Death makes be- 
tween the Soul and the Body is the leaſt Thing 


to be conſidered ; foraſmuch as it likewife tranſ- 
mits the Soul into a State of Darkneſs and Miſe- 


ry, in which it muſt live eternally ſeparated from 
God. © what Praiſes do we therefore owe to the 
Redeemer of Men, that this, without our q.] n 
inexcuſable Neglect and Folly, cannot be our caſe !. 
Praiſes, as exalted, and as endleſs, as our Happi- 
neſs ! Who is he that condemneth'? It is Chriſt that 
died, Rom. viii. 34. The Children of Men being 
Partakers of Fleſh and Blood, he alſo himſelf took Part 


of the ſame, that through Death he might deſtroy him 


that had the Power of Death, that is, the Devil, and 
deliver them, who through Fear of Death were all their: 
Life-time ſubject to Bondage, Heb. ii. 14, 15. Why 
may not one Thing meant by the Power of Death, 
be thoſe Terrours that do frequently accompany 


the Approach, and even the Thoughts of it, and 


raiſe a Tempeſt in the guilty Soul? Which the: 
Enemy of Mankind is ſure. to encreaſe, and make. 
his Advantage. of, as often as he is permitted, 


tempting the Soul to Deſpair; that ſo, not ſee- 


ing any way of eſcape, it might renounce the 
8 Purpoſe 
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Purpoſe of returning to God, and conſent to the 
moſt ſinful Methods of prolonging a wretched 
Life, and making it paſs with Pleaſure, while it 
continues? In the mean while labduring to per- 
ſuade it ſelf, for its greater Eaſe, that Religion is 
all a Fable; and what is ſaid of another Life to 
come after this, no way to be regarded. And 
thus is the Dominion of Satan in the World kept 
up. In Men, ignorant of the Expiation of Sin 
by the Sacrifice of the Croſs, or, becauſe of their 
Unbelief and Impenitency, having no part in that 
Sacrifice, the dread of Death is not more natural 
than reaſonable; and where this dread of Death 
prevails to a high Degree, it perfectly enſlaves 
the Soul, and renders Life a burthen. So for- 
midable a Thing is Death to the natural Man! 
Of all dreadful Things the moſt dreadful ! as the Phi- 
loſopher ſtyles it. Its Dart is dipped in Poiſon ; 
and its Look hideous and affrighting. O how 
much better, and more full of Hope and Com- 
fort, is the Condition of the pious Chriſtian; 
who, being reconciled to God, by the Death of 
his Son, can, when Dying, rejoyce in his Salvation, 
and defy, Death to ſeparate him from his Love! 
2. The Empire of Death will not be perpetual, 
for as in Adam all die; ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made 
alive. Death ſhall bring all Mankind under his 
Dominion; with the Exception of that Generati- 
on which ſhall be found alive at the coming of 
the judge. To how little purpoſe, when they 
are cb recovered out of his Hand, and not one 
Subject left him throughout his dark Territories? 
The Day is haſtening, when all that are in their 
Graves ſhall hear the Voice of the Son of Man, 
and live; and our Saviour ſhall, with his own, 
Hand, deſtroy this mighty Champion, this laſt, 
Enemy. He hath the Keys of Hell, the State and. 
Place of the Dead ; his — is abſeIats.onen 
R the 


* 


the inviſible Regions of ſeparate Spirits, and the 
ſilent Manſions of the Grave; which, at his bid-- 
ding, will let go his Captives, not for Price, or Re- 
ward; the Sea delivering up the Dead that are in it, 
and the Grave the Dead that are in it. Time was, 
when Chriſt himſelf became obedient to Death, 
the Death of the Croſs; he now enjoys a full 
Recompence ; and inſtead of thoſe few that came 
out of their Graves, to honour his Reſurrection, 
and appeared in the holy City; ſees all the Sons 
of Adam riſing out of their Duſt, and bath the 
Pleaſure to behold his faithful Followers, a Mul- 
titude without Number, advancing towards him 
in white and ſhining Robes, whom, in their. 
meaneſt State, he was never aſhamed to call his 
Brethren, and much leſs will be fo then. Here 
we may uſe thoſe Words of Iſaiah, chap. xxxili. 
ver. 1. applying them to Death. Wo to thee that 
ſpoileſt, and thou waſt not ſpoiled;, when thou ſhall 
ceaſe to ſpoil, thou ſhalt thy ſelf be ſpoiled. This 
Senſe of aboliſhing Death, by a Reſurrection of the 
Dead, ſeems to be principally meant in the Text; 
for, after the Apoſtle had ſaid that Chriſt hath 
aboliſhed Death, he immediately adds, and hath 
brought Life and Immortality to Light by the, Goſpel. 
Whieh Words I take to have a peculiar Reference 
to the Reſurrection of the Body, and that immor- 
tat Life of the whole Man which ſhall enſue. The 
Doctrine of the SouPs Exiſtence out of the Body, 
and a future State of Rewards and Puniſhments, 
makes a Part of the aniverſal Creed of Mankind; 
but the Reſurrection is a diſtinguiſhing Doctrine 
of the Chriſtian Religion. And indeed, the moſt 
proper and exact Tranſlation of the Words had 
been, Life and Incorruption, or an incorruptible Life; 
which we have the greater Reaſon to think ought 
to be untlerſtood of the Body; becauſe the ſame 
Divine Writer, jn another place, treating ex- 
322 | preſsly 
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for Mr. Samuel Mullins. 11 


preſsly of the Reſurrection of the Body, tells us, 
That though it was 'ſown in 'Corraption, it ſhall-be 
"raiſed in Incorruption; that this corruptible muſt put 
on Inoorruption, and this mortal muſt put on Immorta- 
lay. Chriſt hath procured Immortality for all; 


and for all that die in him, a glorious and bleſ- 


Fed one. By his Death, voluntarily ſubmitted to, 
he did not merely ſatisfy, but merit; not merely 
obtain eternal Redemption for the Souls of the 
righteous, but for their Bodies too; not merely 


acquire a Right to reſtore his Followers to mo- 


tence, but to raiſe them to Glory. He i the Re- 
ſurrett ion and the Liſe; he that belirveth in him, 
thong h he were dead, yet ſhall he live; and whoſotver 
Bue ant helieveth in him Jhall never die. And as 
the Redeemer procures a happy: Immortality for his 
Faithful Servants, ſo by his Grace and Spirit he is 


continually preparing them for thar. In bringing 


mary Sons to Glory, he is appointed by God #he 
Captain of their Salvation ; tis under his Conduct 
and Diſcipline they are trained up for Heaven; 
he communicates to them his Divine Spirit to ex- 
alt their Natures, and refine their Tempers and 


Affections, that they may be capable of a Part in 


theſe holy Joys; and as an earneſt of that unde- 
Kled Inheritance which is reſerved for them. It 


is in this Quality the Spirit is beſtowed on Belie- 


vers, 2 Cor. v. 4, 5. We that are- in this Tabernacle 


do groan” being burthened ; not for that we would be 


uncloathed, but cloathed upon, that Mortality might 
be ſwallowed up of Life. Nom he that hath wrought 
ur for the felf-ſame Thing is God, who alſo hath given 
unto us the earneſt of the Spirit. Vet farther, Chriſt 
In his on Reſurrection hath given all that be- 
long to him, both the ſtrongeſt Aſſurance, and moſt 
lively Repreſentation of theirs. Being riſen from the 
dead, he is become the Firſt-fruits of them that ſlept, 
1 Cor. xv. 20. Now as the Firſt-fruits fore-run 
e * the 
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Ne; ſo they are of the ſame Kind with 
The Head being riſen, the Members muſt 
1 — follow in their proper Order. And, if it 
be asked, With what Bodies do they 'come ? The 
: Anſwer is eaſy, their Bodies will! be the ſame, 
and yet unconceivably different; in reſpect of their 
Suhſtance, and general Figure, the ſame as now.; 
but unconceivably changed, and improved, in their 
Qualit ies; ſpiritual, glorious, powerful, incorruptible, 
and immortal; for .4s we have born the Image of 
the earthiy Adaing: ſo likewiſe ſhall me bear the 2 
of the heavenly; who. ſhall change this vile Body, that 
it may. be faſhioned like unto. his glorious Body, accord- 
ing to the working, whereby he is able to ſubdue all 
Things unto himſelf. And how could the Empire 
of Death: be aboliſned, more honourably to our 3 
Saviour, or more advantageouſly for us, than by a C 
change from an imperfect, ſinfal, mortal Is 1 
to Immortality of Hus and Glory? Lyragecd, 


+ Sveondly, To the: next Thing propoſed; which 
is to lay. before you ſome Thoughts, in Anſwer to 
the Queſtion, why Chriſt had not ſo aboliſhed 
Death, as to exempt Men from a. Neceſſity of 
dying? ? Why is it appointed for Men! once ſo die e 
Why. does this Sentence ſtand unrepealed? Would 
it not haye been a more ſignal Demonſtration of 
the Grace of God, and the Merits of the Redeem-- 
er, had Men paſt into another World without 
ſeeing Death? 1 preſume, we are all agreed, that 
che.Reaſon' of this doth not ariſe from any Defect 
of Merit or Power in our Saviour. Not from any 
Defect of Merit. It is not, that any Thing was 
wanting in the Satisfaction of Chriſt, that all 
who helieve in bim are not immediately diſchar- 
ged from all the penal Effects of Sin, and made 
happy and immortal. If the Blood of Chriſt were 
of value ſuffcient to releaſe us from eternal Pu- 
1 niſhments, 
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for Mr. Samuel Mullins. 13 
niſnments, and to entitle us to an everlaſting Re- 
ward, we cannot dmagine, but, if God had fo 
pleaſed, and ag to the Perfection of the Atone- 
ment, it might yery well have availed for our 
Deliverance from temporal Death. Were a Man 
to diſcharge a immenſe Debt for another, he 
would clear theawhole, and not leave a few Far- 
things for the Debtor himſelf to pay. Thus here; 
can it reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that notwithſtand- 
ing the Satisfaction made to the Juſtice of God 
by the Obedience and Sufferings of his Son, we 
like wiſe muſt ſatisfy for a Fart of our Guilt, and 
die to expiate it? Beſides, the little Honour which 
ſuch a Suppoſition does our Saviour; it is abſurd 
in the Nature of the Thing; ſince, the Satisfacti- 
on of Chriſt. being compleat, there can be no Ne- 
ceſſity of exacting any Thing from us, nor any 
valuable End ſerved by it. And as little Ground 
is there ta ſuſpect, that Chriſt's not aboliſhing 
Death in this Senſe, proceeds from want of Pom- 
er. For ſurely, the Power required to raiſe the 
dead, is not leſs than that by Which Men might 
be preſerved from dying. The former we know 
our Saviour to be poſſeſt of; and that he cannot, 
therefore, want the latter; eſpecially, when we 
conſider, that the Men who ſhall be living, when 
Chriſt deſcends to judgment, ſhall not die, but 
be changed; ſo as, without being uncloathed of 
their Bodies, to be cloathed upon with Immor- 
.tality. Which ſhews, that the ſame way of 
new- making the Bodies of the Saints, without 
taking them down, is not impoſſible in every Age 
of the World. But what then may we conceive 
to be the Reaſons of this Diſpenſation? Among ſe- 

veral very probable ones, I ſhall inſiſt on a fe of 
ere +7 6 ret te 
I. The Truth of God, in the threatning of 
Death, is hereby more fully cleared, and * 
5 ted. 
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ted. In the Day thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely 
die, Gen. ii. 17. Not thou, or another for thee ; 
but thou ſhalt ſurely die. Thou ſhalt become the 
1 right of Death, which ſhall immediately begin to 
„ work in thee, and as certainly prevail over thee, as 
5 if thou wert inſtantly to die. The Sentence, after 
the Tranſgreſſion was committed, was alike ab- 
ſolute; Duſt thou art, and unto Duſt ſhalt thou re- 
turn, Gen. iii. 19. Man henceforward ſhall have 
no Privilege, in reſpe& of Mortality, above other 
living Creatures, but ſhall die as they do; he 
and they have one Breath, and ſhall go unto one place; 
all are of the Duſt, and all ſhall turn to Duſt again, 
Eccleſ. iii. 19, 20. To clear this Matter, 1 ſhall 
-obſerve, that by the Breach of the Command, Nor 
to eat of the Tree of Knowledge, of Good and Evil, a 
double Penalty was incurred, natural, and poſitive. 
By the natural Penalty, I mean, that which the 
Reaſon of our firſt Parents would tell them they 
were to expect, whether mentioned, or no; as 
_mamely, that they ſhould forfeit the Happineſs of 
ml God's Favour and Communion with him; to 
1 which they ſhould not be again admitted, but on 
| Terms of Reconciliation, unknown to them, be- 
cauſe not depending on them, but on God, to ap- 
wg point. Such a Penalty as this is underſtood in 
all the Laws given by God to his intelligent Crea- 
tures. The poſitive Penalty is that which is ex- 
plicitly, or in ſo many Words, annexed to the 
Law; as, in the preſent Caſe, Death. Death was. 
> threatned to Adam, and in him, to his Poſterity ; 
for by one Man Sin entered into the World, and Death 
by Sin ; that is, by the Sin of this one Man. And 
what is this Death? It is ſomething that paſſeth 
upon all Men, Rom. v. 12. and therefore cannot 
be eternal Death, or what in the New Teſtament 

is called the ſecond Death; inaſmuch as every holy 
Perſon is ſecured againſt this. It remains then 
> that 
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for Mr. Samuel Mullins. 15 
that we interpret the Death that came into the 
World by Adam's firſt Sin, and which all Men 
are liable to, as deſcended from him, in the moſt 
obvious Senſe of the Word, as ſignifying the Se- 
paration of Soul and Body, or Man's returning 
to the Duſt, Theſe laſt are the very Words of 
the original Sentence; and that this Sentence 
was not confined to the firſt Man, but included 
his Poſterity, omitting that parallel Place out of 
Eccleſiaſtes, l chap. iii. ver. 19, 
20. We may argue from what is ſaid, Heb. ix. 


27. It is appointed unto Men once to die; for where 


elſe is this appointed, but in the Sentence, Duſt 
thou art, and to Duſt ſhalt thou return? Now fee 
and admire the Expedient which the Divine 
Wiſdom hath found out ! It was fit the threat- 
ning ſhould be executed ; the Veracity of God 
ſeemed to require ity Man therefore ſhall die. 
But ſhall Man die without Hope? Is there no 
Room for Mercy? Bleſſed be God, our Caſe is 
not thus deſperate. Our gracious God hath found 
a Ranſom, not to deliver us from going down into 
the Pit, but to bring us up out of it. We die, be- 
cauſe Adam ſinned ; but becauſe Chriſt died, 
we ſhall riſe again. Becauſe of our own Sins, 
we deſerve not only to die, but to be miſerable 
for ever ; Chriſt hath ſatisfied for our Sins, and 
by that Means, made way for our being entirely 
reſtore] to the Preſence and Love of our Ma- 
ker. O the Depth, both of the Wiſdom, and 
the Grace, of God !—The contrary Example of 
thoſe, who, when the End of all Things is come, 
ſhall not die, but be changed, doth not at all in- 
validate the preſent Argument: Since, as the 
Way in which they ſhall put off Mortality, 
is peculiar, ſo the Circumſtances of their Caſe 
will be the fame; and notwithſtanding this Ex- 
29 ception, 
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16 Funeral Sermon 
- ception, it is ſtill exactly true, that the human 
Race is mortal. ? 4 
2. Death is continued as a ſtanding Leſſon 
and Example of the Evil of Sin; that we 
might be warned not to offend this holy God, 
by tranſgreſſing his righteous Commands, might 
not ſlight his Authority, play with his Anger, 
or preſume on his Goodneſs. See, what one 1 
Sin alone hath, and will, coſt! The Death X 
of a whole Race! Of thouſands! and Milli- 

ons of Creatures, that might otherwiſe * have 2 
been immortal! Is it ſafe, or wiſe, think 3 
ye, to provoke this God? If there is no a= 
voiding a Thing that Nature hath' ſuch an Ab- 1 
horrence to, as the Diſunion of Soul and Bodyj ; 
if we muſt neceſſarily ſuffer this, as the Poſterity 


of ſinful Parents, of how much ſorer Puniſhment 7 
ſhall they be thought worthy; who continne in a 3 
Courſe of actual, willful, and preſumptuous Sin? F 
And, without Repentance, what have they to 4 


look for? Were Men never to taſte the Bitter- 
neſs of Death, they would not be ſo: ſenſible of 
the Bitterneſs of Sin; were they to ſpend a few 
Years in this World, and then not to die, but 
diſappear, they would be more apt to ſpend their 
Years in Vanity. The great Governor and Judge 
of the World would not appear ſo awful on his 
Throne, as he does now, that he commiſſions. 
Death to go forth, on his pale Horſe, and to 
lay the Nations of the Earth waſte and deſo- 
late. O how ſhall I reconcile my ſelf to this 
terrible, this Sin-revenging God; in whoſe Hand 
is the Breath of all Living, which he, takes away 
when he pleaſes! Hide my ſelf from him I can- 
not; nor, by all my Tears and Entreaties, pre- 
vail with him to grant that I may live for ever, 
and not fee Corruption. But by true and timely. -- 
5 | Repen- 
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for Mr. Samuel Mullins. 17 
Repentance; I may obtain the Forgiveneſs of all 
my Sins, and get into the Number of thoſe bleſ- 
ſed Perſons over whom the ſecond Death hath no 
Power.. . 7757 IW YDOO 

3. Death is ordained as a Means of aboliſhi 
Sin. And there ſeems to be a peculiar Gongrell 
ty or Fitneſs in this Method of purifying hu- 
man Nature from its corrupt Affections, in Or- 
der to demonſtrate the Wiſdom of God, which 
can bring Good out of Evil; that as by Sin 
Death came into the World, ſo by Death Sin 
ſhall be utterly extinguiſhed. Sin, when it is fi- 
niſhed, bringeth forth eternal Death to the wick- 
ed; and temporal Death, having finiſhed the 
Work given it to do, ſhall put an everlaſting 
Period to the Sins of the Righteous. Sin firſt 
rendered Man liable to Death; Death ſets the 

ood Man at Liberty from Sin, and, by deliver- 
ng him from Sin, places him above all future 
Liableneſs to Death. He that is dead is freed 
from Sin, Rom. vi. 7. The Body of Sin is de- 
ſtroyed together with the Body of Fleſh; fo 
that, from that happy Moment, the Soul is all 
Life and Purity, every irregular Deſire is killed, 
every Stain purged off. And, though I am not 
of the Opinion of ſome, that all the ſinful Pro- 
penſities of Nature, having their Original from 
the Body, will, in every renewed Soul, ceaſe and 
vaniſh of Courſe, as ſoon as the Tie between 
it and the Body is broken, ſo as not 'to need 
any farther Operation of the divine Spirit to 
compleat the Work; (for this would make evil 
Habits to be entirely corporeal, and to hang as 
looſe to the Soul, as the Garment of the Body 
does; and conſequently, would infer the ſeparate 
State of all Souls, both of the juſt and the un- 
jaſt, to be a State of ſinleſs Purity.) Though, 
R 1 Gy, 
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18 A Funeral Sermon 

I ſay, I am far from this Opinion, yet I cannot 
but eſteem it very probable, concerning Souls 
which have maintained their Superiority over 


the Body while they were in it, that their Ab- 
ſence from the Body will naturally contribute 


to their greater Freedom from all vitious Incli- 
nations, by cutting off all Temptations on the 
Side of the Body, reſtoring the Rectitude of 
the Judgment, aud drawing the Curtain that was 
before Things ſpiritual and eternal; the Effect 
of which will be a ſudden and mighty Encreaſe 
of Affection to theſe glorious Objects. To which 
I will add, that it ſeems founded in Reaſon, 
that perfect Liberty from Sin ſhould follow the 
Soul's Releaſe from the Body, in which it firſt 
learned to fin, and which hath been the Tempter, 
as well as the Inſtrument, in moſt of the Sins 


which it hath been drawn to commit. A moſt 


bleſſed State this, into which Death tranſlates 
the Righteous ! which may juſtly ſerve to recon- 


cile them to it, and gain it Pardon for all the 


Fears it puts them to, and the Loſs they ſuſ- 
tain by it. If this Tabernacle of the Body be 
pulled down, let this comfort us, that, like 


Sampſon, we ſhall be revenged at our Death, 


and all our Enemies will be cruſhed, and periſh 
in the Fall. Every individual Saint, as he dies, 
enters into a State of faultleſs Perfection; and 
tis not long before the whole Aſſembly and 
Church. of the Faithful, whoſe Names are written 
in Heaven, will be compleated; at what Time 
it will be preſented a glorious Church, not having 
Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing; but endued 
with - unblemiſhed Holineſs. And then cometh 
the End, when all the Spirits of the juſt, that 
have lived from the Beginning to the End of 
the World, being throughly ſanctified and clean- 


ſed, 
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fer Mr. Samuel Mullins. 19 
ſed, ſhall” have Bodies prepared them, pure and 


ſpotleſs like themſelves; into which they ſhall 
| joyfully enter, there to dwell for ever. 
4. Death is continued for the Tryal of the 
Chriſtian's Faith, and other Graces. The Body 


drops to the Earth: And what becomes of the 
Soul ? Or is there any ſuch Thing, properly 
ſpeaking, as a Soul; a Being that can live out 
of the Body as well as in it? Is it not rather 
made up of the finer Parts of the Body? And 
are not all its Thoughts, Resſonings, and Voli- 
tions a Reſult from the Motion and Tempera- 
ment of the Blood and Spirits? In Conſequence 
of which, when the Body dies, the Soul muſt 
die with it? What is a Man better than a 
Beaſt, Since that which befalleth the Sons of Men 
befalleth Beaſts, even one Thing befalleth them: as 
the one dieth, ſo dieth the other, yea, they have all 
one Breath; ſo that, to Appearance, 4 Man hath 
no Preheminence above a Beaſt. And why. ſhould 
we imagine then that he hath any? This tempts 
fome Men to turn Unbelievers, glad to embrace 
any, Notions that will countenance them in their 
Libertine Courſes. Here, then, Faith comes in 
to the Relief of the good Man. He' ſees not 
another World; his Senſes rather contradict it; 
but by Faith he knows that they maſt be ſuch 
a World ; partly from the Teſtimony of his own 
Reaſon, which convinces him, that ſo noble a 


Creature as Man muſt be made for a longer 


Duration than threeſcore Years and ten, and 
for higher Purpoſes than he anſwers in this 
Life; but chiefly on the Teſtimony of God's 
Word. Yes, the Soul is of a diſtinct Nature, and 
independent Exiſtence, from the Body, doth not 
at Death, ceaſe to be, or fall aſleep, but only 
remove to other W and, for as much 
5 | | 2 '- as 
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28 its Power of Thinking was not derived from 
the B 3 No by ery much clogged and hindered 
y it, the Soul not only ſurvives and acts in 


a ſeparate State, but is capable of ſublimer O- 


perations, and more intenſe Delights or Sor- 


rows than in this Body. I am perſwaded, there 
is another World, though inviſible; another 
State beſides, and beyond, this; though inſtead 
of ſeeing Mer paſs into it, all I perceive of 
them becomes the Prey of Death and Oblivion. 
This. Berſwaſion, entertained upon rational and 


| Seriptyre Motives, and applied to the Regulation 


of the Heart and Life, is an Argument of an 
ingenuous and well diſpoſed Mind; which a Per- 
fwaſion much ſtronger would hardly be, that 
was wrought by a daily View of great Numbers 
vaniſhing out of Sight, without leaving their Bo- 
dies behind them. The Teſtimony of one or 
more ſent from the Dead, to the Truth and 
Reality of another World, would not be ſo ir- 
reſiſtible. an Evidence of it as this. 


Y » 


Again, we ſee, the Body, as ſoon as it is dead 
becomes as ſenſeleſs. and motionleſs. as a Stone, 
or a Clod of Earth; and, not. long after, turns 
to Duſt ; its Form entirely loſt, and the very 
Particles of which it was compoſed, ſundered, 
it may be, at the greateſt Diſtance from one 
another. Now there is ſomething difficult 
and, ſhocking to the firſt Thoughts of our Mind, 
in the Suppoſition of theſe Bodies riſing from 
the Grave. How ſhall. theſe dry Bones live * How 
ſhall this ſcattered Duſt rally again? How can 
it enter into the Heart of Man to conceive 
that the Soul and Body fhall be reunited, after 
they have been ſeparated ſo long? This is a 
Tryal worthy the Faith of a. Chriſtian ; and is 


the 


Report through Faith, et ſhall they not reces 


"ot a 
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the nation. It is enough that God hath 


the Diffculties, whoſe Power is infinite, joined 
with a Knowledge and Underſtanding that are 
the ſame · Yet farther; I mw die; poſſibly, ſhall 
be called to die for my Religion. Have I Faith 
enough to bear me up in ſuch a Time? Or fo 
carry me to it? Is my Belief of an unſeen World 
ſo ſtrong, my Hope of Heaven ſo lively and 
well grounded, my Love to God ſo ſuperlative, 
that I can, without Regret, reſign this Life, 
and all its moſt valued Enjoy ments, and freely 
enter on a new State of Being ? Are theſe Gra- 
ces, in Conjunction, ſufficient to overcome in 
ſome good Meaſure my natural Abhorrence of 
Death, and make me willing to depart out of 
the Body, that I preſent with the Lord 
Yet ance more, yrs” 22120? K0 
5- Death is for a Time ſuffered to reign 
over the human Race, becauſe aboliſhing its Em- 
pire at the laſt Day, in the Manner it will be 
then done, 'will be more glorious for the Re- 
deemer, than preventing its temporary Power 
and Dominion would have been. Next to Cre» 
ation, what more illuſtrious Act of Omnipotence 


than raiſing the Dead? What more ſurprizing 


pectacle than a World ſtarting new out of its 
Ruins? The innumerable Dead returning at once 
to Life? The firſt Man, and all his Off- ſpring, 
who lived in diſtant and ſucceſſive Ages of the 
World making their Appearance together, and 
together reſaming thoſe Bodies of which they 
were, one after another, diſpoſſeſſed by Death? 
They that made their Exitzout of the World 
a thouſand or two thouſand Yez 
glorified no ſooner than we; They obtained a4 
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final' Promiſe, God having provided ſome better Thing 
for us, that they, ' without us, ſhould not be made per- 
felt. And is there not ſomething] more grand, 
auguſt, and aſtoniſhing in ſuch a Scene of Things, 
than if Men had, one by one, been tranſlated, 
in their Bodies, into the World of Recompen- 
ces? What Conqueror, celebrated in the Annals * 
of Time, ever equalled our Saviour? The Con- E: 
veſts of Death are as extenſive. as his, but not * 
© rapid. What Death took ſeveral Ages to 
conquer, our great Redeemer ſhall recover, as 
it were, in 4 Moment; in the Twinkling of an 
Eye; at the Sound of the laſt Trumpet; for the 
Trumpet | ſhall ſound, and the Dead ſhall be raiſed in- q 
corruptible. By Faith, behold the King of Saints 9 
at the Head of his triumphant army! How 9 
wflendid is bis Appearance - And how dazling 4 
would be theirs, were not their, Glory, in ſone 
Reſpect, eclipſed by his. r 

Nothing now remains but the Application of 
this Subject: Hath Chriſt aboliſhed: Death? Then, 
1. How little Reaſon hath the true Chriſti- 
an to be afraid of Death? Why ſhould he ſhrink 
and tremble at its Approach, when it only wears 

a frightful Vizor ? Why decline its Summons, 
when it is ſent on the kindeſt Meſſage, to bring 
his Soul into the Preſence of his Lord? Chri- 
ſtian! hath not thy Saviour drank of the ſame 
Cup; ſince which, though bitter to Senſe, is it 
not become a Cup of Bleſſing? A brave Arthe- 
vian, condemned to Death by his ungrateful 
Country-men, obſerving one, that was to ſuffer 
with him, under the greateſt Diſtreſs, upbraids 
him in this Manner, “Is it nothing to thee, 
t that thou art to die with Phocion. This 
ſupported the penitent Thief, as he ſaw Jeſus 
hanging by him 3 I ſuffer july, yer Lord, _ 
er 


— — —— — — = 2 — — — 
— 


+ 
Fi 

+ 
1 


1 
) 
f 4 5 
1 11 
1 1 
4 
8 ; 
8 1 
1 
2 
10 
PF 
: 4 
7 
> « 
N 1 
C £2 
= 3? 
: . 
4, * 
"0 14 
WIS * 
0 44 
bs 
0 11 
D P 
4 +7 
1 be 
+ £ 
p * 
4 
1 
2 
[ 5 
x? 
+ ; 
op 
G "i 
5 4 4 
1 1 
, F 
4 
+ 9 
1 * 
# * 
7 4 
3+ 
* 
Fi 
+: 
k 
b 2 2; 
5 
1. 
[ 
* 
837 
. 
* 
If 
7 
17 £ 
4 
12 
< 
* 
* 


* 


"Yr 

** 

4 * 
% 


for Mr. Samuel Mullins. 
ber me when thou come ſt into thy Kingdom; with 
which Faith of his, our bleſſed Maſter was fo 
well pleaſed, as to aſſure him, this Day ſhalt thou 
be with me in Paradiſe. And can he then forget 
any one that hath for a long Time been his 
devoted willing Servant? *Tis impoſlible he 
ſhould. Alas! but I muſt go down into the 
Grave, and make my Bed in the Darkneſs! But, 
as God ſaid unto Jacob, Fear not to go down into 
Egypt, for I will go down with thee, and will alſo 


ſurely bring thee up again; doſt thou not hear him 
after the ſame Manner comforting and encoura- 


ging thee? God will appoint thee a ſet Time, and 
remember thee; will ſupport thee in Death, and 
raiſe thee from the Dead. Wherefore, ſay as the 
Pſalmiſt, Though I walk through the Valley of the 
Shadow of Death, I will fear no Evil : For thou 
art with me, thy Rod and thy Staff they comfort 
2. The good Chriſtian, under the Loſs of 
thoſe that are in the ſame Number with himſelf, 
ought not to ſorrow as others that have no 


Hope. For if we believe that Jeſus died and roſe 
again, even ſo them alſo that ſleep in Jeſus will 


God bring with him. *Tis hard, 1 confeſs, to part 


with a dear and valuable Acquaintance, Relative, 


or Friend, that was as our own Soul, with whom we 
took ſweet Counſel," and who was often helpful. to 
us. Perhaps, there are ſome Circumſtances more 
than ordinarily afflicting in the Stroke. The 
Perſon, removed by Death, may, as in the Hiſto- 
ry of the Widow of Naim, be the only Son of 
his Mother *, concerning whom ſhe was ready to 
ſay, This ſame ſhall comfort me; in the Flower of 
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bis Days, one of great Hopes, and likely to 
have = uſeful 60 the World, and the Church 
of God, if his Life had been prolonged. O! 
ſay not in this Caſe, or ſo much as once en- 
tertain: the Thought; what Profit is it to 
ſerve. God, ſince Righteouſneſs delivereth not from 
Death? To what Purpoſe, were all the Bounties 
of Nature, and this natural Stock improved by 
Induſtry? To what End the Trouble and Ex- 
pence of Education? Why was all this Waſte ? 
Since as the Fool (the ungodly Sinner, the ſtu- 
pid Soul, of low Capacities, and mean Endow- 
ments, the Ignorant, and the Slothful, from 
whom nothing was to be expected) dies, ſo 
dieth the ingenious and ſober Youth, whoſe At- 
tainments were beyond his Years, and promiſed 
early. Fruits of Wiſdom and Religion ? What 
Encouragement is here for any one to dig for 
Wiſdom as for hidden Treaſure, when, it may 
be, before any Uſe can be made of it, 'tis bu- 
ried in the Earth again? So when Solomon ſaw 
that himſelf, the wiſeſt of the Sons of Men, 
had no Privilege from the Calamities of Life, 
or the Arreſt: of Death, beyond the moſt ſim- 
ple and ſottiſn, that one Thing happened to 
them both; he cries out, not without ſome- 
thing of Paſſion and Surprize, And why then was 
more Wiſe? Tis a ſufficient: Anſwer to all this, 
that no Man periſheth at Death in the ſame 
Senſe as the Beaſts do; and, leaſt of all, the 
wiſe and 'the virtuous; that the Soul is not 
diſſolved, or annihilated ; its excellent Faculties, 
its intellectual, moral, and divine Acquiſitions, 
are not loft, but only perfected at once, inſtead 
of being carried on by our flow and painful 
Methods : That Preparations for Uſefulneſs are 
accepted by a gracious God, and will be amply 
il Wd fr i xn crowned, 
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crowned; So that, whatever Occaſion there be 


for mourning, when good Men are taken from 
the Earth, whether in their green or in their 
riper Age, tis all on the Part of thoſe that 
Ac left behind, who loſe the Benefit or ther 
Pleaſure they might have received from their 
longer Stay. But though they have Reaſon to 
mourn, yet not ſo, as to forget that the Breach: 
is not incurable, the parting is not for ever. 
We part for a little while, to meet again in a 
better World, with better Diſpoſitions and Qua- 
lities, and upon better Terms; never to ſin, 
ſorrow, or die more; never to ſpeak an idle 


Word, or do a fooliſh Thing; which, God knows, 
is more than can be ſaid of the beſt of us now. 


The Souls of the Faithful, departed this Life, 
live with God, and one another, in the moſt de- 
lightful Intercourſe and Communication. But the 
Soul is not the whole Man. It muſt therefore 
be a moſt pleaſing Thought to Creatures, con- 
ſtituted as we are, that pious Souls ſhall meet 


their Bodies, and then, in this State of Union, 


converſe and join Embraces with their Fellow- 


Saints. Never were the Paſſions of Friends ſo 


viſible in their Looks, as they will be then. 
With unſpeakable Pleaſure will they ſurvey 
themſelves, and one another, and all Tears ſhall 
be wiped away from their Eyes; which, by the 
way, is a very good Argument why ſuch Per- 
ſons ſhould. moderate them now. = 

3. Hath Chriſt aboliſhed Death? How dear 
ſhould this render him, and- his Memory, to 
mortal Men? To them that believe he is precious, 
among many Accounts, on this, that he hath 
opened the Gate of Life to them. A Wretch; 
whom meagre - Famine ſtares in the Face, can 

never forget the bountiful Hand that relieves 
| | D him; 
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Him gelte poor Captive the genefons Soul that 


_— 


recdeems him 3a condemned Malefactor the com- 
Paſſonate Perſon that procures his Pardon; a 
Man in danger of loſing his Life, the uncommon: 


Fifend that ſaves" it, at the hazard, and much 
rbre! with the certain Loſs of his own. Jssus 


Cüntsr is this Bent ſactor, this ' Redeemer, this 
Friend to us, ahd?:ought therefore” to be loved 
and Terved? with the greateſt Ardor, and had 
in everluſting Remembrance. To conclude, 

Hub Chriſt abolifhca Death? How ſolicitous 
tlen Monld every one be to ſecute his Inte- 
reſt in this Redeemer,” by complying with the 
Terms, on which alone, he will become the Au- 


ungollly Life; if Pam under the Power of ſen- 
ſaab and worldly:- Luſtsz if 1 deſpiſe the Tenders 
G Goſpel-grace; in a Word, if l am: an Enemy 
to Chrifk, by not having the ſame Mind in me 
that” was in him, and doing the fame Works of 
Righteduſneſs that he did; but the quite con- 
trary; how can it be ſuppoſed that he will be 
ſo far my Friend, as to raiſe me to a bleſſed 
and glorious Immortality? Raiſed 1 ſhall be, as 
well as others. Butz alas! my awaking will 
be to Pain, Hortor; and Miſery- To a holy 


he will eſpouſe the Cauſe of none but ſuch; 

will! bea - Saviour to no others. When 1 ſee ſo 
many falle Sacriſices to Death, ſome on my right 
Hand, and ſome on my left, and the Examples 
are ſometimes the more awakening for being of 
Perſons that might ſeem to have ſome right to 
think of longer Life, on Account either of their 


Jeſus, none can he acceptable but holy nw? 


- Youth, or Strength; ſhould it not make me 


thoughtful what I have to do in the midſt of ſo 
many Deaths? Where the Perſon deceaſed was a 
1 (_! bad 


1 Salvation to any If 1 lead a” wicked ang 
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bad Man, how L may avoid his End? Where there I 
is Reaſon to think that he was a good Man, how = 
Imap die like him? Was he not my Equal, my 
; Companion, my-.choſen Acquaintance, o whom 
Death hath ſeized? And ſhall | > be like the 
Beaſts: of the Field, who, when their Felloms 
XZ pany, nor make one Reflexion on their o.]n Dan- 
ger! Can l forbear asking, Why was be raken? And 
why am Ileſt? Why was he cut down, while 1 am 
ſuffered to ſtand yet longer? Maus it not, that as 
he was fitter to live, ſo more prepared to die 0, 
it l had been appointed and choſen to Death; in 
wjhat Condition and poſture of Soul ws E to met 4 
bim! I adore the" ſovereign: Decrees of Provi- Y 
"* dence, not ſeyere to him, who way ready fom his ä 
Change, and kind and merciful to me !\ What- 
ever were the Reaſons of this Difference made 
between him and me, ſure I am, the Conſidera- 
tion of it reproves my youthful Vanity and miſ- 
X pence of Time, my pleaſurable and careleſs way 
of Living, my too great unconcern about my 
Soul, and my everlaſting State; and ſhould a- 
waken me to bg more ige and sctive, more 
ſerious and devaut, more ſollcitous to redeem 
and improve my Lime, to think ef thoſe Things 
that are pute, lovely, and ;honpurable, and 
of good Report, and, whatever, Gifts or Attain- 
ments I poſſeſs, to lay them all on God's Al- 
tar, as an humble Offering to him. And thus, 
by the Grace of God, I am detefmined to act; 


"IU 


for theſe, I ſee, are the Things that will be 
found unto Praiſe, Honour, and Glory, when 
my Place here on Earth ſhall know me no more, 
My young Friend was but ſhewn to this World, 2 
and then tranſplanted to another. And my 
Lord and Maſter himſelf finiſhed bis Miniſtry 
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* 4a gels than four "Years Time; a wert, be 
. Courſe ! May I run the Race 
Whetber it be longer or ſhorter, with like 
and Vigour, [looking to Jeſus the Author and Fin 
m Faith, and depending entirely on him, both 
Strength in the Way, and for my Reward at 
the End. Ju them that are in Chriſt, there is ub 
Cmlemmarion; all" Things are theirs; Death it ſelf 
not except 


| 


ed. Say therefore 3 I am reſolved: to 
[Mbit to the Redeemer; I will de his, on his 
own Terms, which, I am fully ſatisfied, cannot 
2 be reaſonable; it ſhall be my Ambition, as 

is my Duty, to love him, obey him, imitate 
kun, and live to him; and then at laſt, I ſhall 
| — of my Hope, knowing whom I have 
Truſted, and led, that he is able to keep that 
mich I have emed to him, againſt that Days 
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